Culture Gap continued from page 1

Imagine the head of an extended
household responsible for the health,
welfare, and moral development of not only
his own children but also his nieces and
nephews. Imagine one of his charges
returning from boarding school as a
practicing homosexual, intent on sharing all
the pleasures and wonders of his or her
newfound lifestyle and determined to make
converts from within the extended family.
Imagine the pain and hard decisions that
follow over the child’s refusal to abandon
this new found fanaticism. That
approximates the pain and fear a Muslim
household experiences when a member
departs Islam.

But how does such misunderstanding of
Christian symbols and practice thrive? It
rests upon the story of Isolation.

People gravitate towards others like
themselves and avoid groups in which they
may be misunderstood. How many truly
integrated churches are found even in
America?

The United States has been called a
melting pot of different cultures, but even
in America the races and religions segregate
themselves. Evangelical Christians form
their own schools, radio stations,
publishers, baby sitting groups, and softball
teams. Non-Christians “fellowship” in
night clubs. If it’s so easy for Christians
and non-Christians to isolate themselves
from each other even in the United States,
how much more so in a context where the
resultant misunderstanding often erupts in
violence?

Negative experiences of prejudice and
persecution, while they may intensify
segregation, are symptoms rather than the
cause of isolation or the reason it
continues. Isolation’s source is deeper than
friction in interpersonal relations. The
isolation that supports misunderstanding
which results in intimidation and fear is
founded on identity.

A big striped cat is a tiger. One with

spots is a leopard. Two hundred years ago
in America, a black-skinned person was a
slave. For much of the world, choosing
one’s god makes about as much sense as
choosing one’s mother and father.

Few mental forces are as powerful as
self perception. Few social forces are as
powerful as nationalism and ethnic pride.
They shape the clothes we wear, the food
we eat, the language we speak, and the
lifestyle we pursue. Great wars have been
fought and nuclear weapons created to
defend certain kinds of identity. Perhaps,
nearly all warfare is ultimately tribal.

Most of the world is “tribal.” Europe
contains French, English, Spanish, German,
Dutch, Basque, and other ethnic groups.
Rwanda splits between the Hutus and
Tutsis. What was once Yugoslavia has
degenerated into rival ethnicities. India and
China contain more ethnic identities than
some continents. Indonesia boasts over 300
major languages and at least three
independence struggles that are being
contained by “national police.”

Harvard professor Samuel P.
Huntington says, “. . . flags count and so
do other symbols of cultural identity,
including crosses, crescents, and even head
coverings, because culture counts, and
cultural identity is what is most meaningful
to people” (The Clash of Civilizations, 1996,
p. 20). He also says, “People define
themselves in terms of ancestry, religion,
language, history, values, customs, and
institutions. They identify with cultural
groups: tribes, ethnic groups, religious
communities, nations, and at the broadest
level, civilizations . . . . We know who we
are only when we know who we are not and
often only when we know who we are
against” (p. 21).

Insecure identity feeds much of the fear
and hostility soldiers are encountering, and
it is the greatest obstacle to peace.

The biggest cultural separation to ever
exist is between God and man. These
beings confront the
same barriers to
relationship that we
find between cultures.

Fear and
| intimidation appears
most prominently.
After Adam sinned he
| said to God, “I heard
‘| you in the garden, and
| was afraid” (Gen.
3:10). Paul writes that

2 The Operation Reveille EQUIPPER, 1st Otr 2005

in our pre-Christ condition we were
“foreigners and aliens” (Eph. 2:12).

Misunderstanding drives man’s fear.
“The natural man does not receive the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; nor can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned”
(1Cor. 2:14 KIV).

Isolation drives man’s misunder-
standing. Paul says men are “darkened in
their understanding and separated from the
life of God because of the ignorance that is
in their hearts” (Eph. 4:18).

Separation from God results from
man’s fallen identity. Isaiah writes, “Your
iniquities have separated you from God;
your sins have hidden his face from you”
(Is. 59:2). Adam hid from God because of
his condition, “I was afraid because | was
naked” (Gen. 3:10).

To bring us to peace with himself, God
passed through each of these levels (John
1:10-14). He became a man (level 1 -
identity) and dwelt among us (level 2 -
isolation) so that we could behold his glory
(level 3 - understanding) and become
children of God (level 4 - fear &
intimidation).

God provides the model for crossing
cultural barriers. It is his own incarnation.
As they straddle the skyscrapers of
different civilizations, service personnel not
only recapitulate Christ’s incarnation, they
also experience similar suffering and
sacrifice. Ultimately Christ is the source
for peace in all race relations. In him we
share a new identity and comradery so
infinite that all others should pale in
comparison and lose their divisive power.



Tsunami Brings Epic Changes to Islam in Indonesia

Because | spent nearly seven years on
Sumatra just a few hundred miles from the
epicenter of the recent tsunami- causing
quake, my perspective may be unusual. This
disaster is not only epic for its proportions,
but also for the political and geographic
changes that will result.

Long before 9-11, a close friend
recounted to me his late night experience in
Aceh of watching dugout canoes ferry rifles
and grenades from a ship offshore. He told
me of conversations at a remote jungle
camp with young men being trained to use
those weapons by other young men from
Afghanistan.

Aceh has been to the country of
Indonesia what the city of Falusia is to Iraq,
what the strip of Gaza is to Israel, what the
province of Chechnya is to Russia, and
what the country of Afghanistan used to be
for the world. Indonesians call it “the
veranda of Mecca.” Since the downfall of
former President Suharto, Aceh has become

more than just Indonesia’s most
fundamentalist province and a safe haven
for insurgents. As Indonesia’s only province
under shari'a Muslim law, the methods used
to win autonomy and concessions have
become an inspiration and model for
extremist movements elsewhere which bomb
hotels, burn churches, and cleanse villages
of their Christians.

I would never say that this natural
disaster falling upon Aceh is a divine
“judgment,” but this “act of God” will
profoundly affect the appeal and
exportability of extremism from Aceh.
Fundamentalist clerics in Aceh may be
saying this tragedy happened because their
people need to be more devout and less
compromising, but what will less extreme
Muslims elsewhere who were spared from
this disaster be thinking about divine
approval?

Ted Haggard who presides as President
over the National Association

of Evangelicals and pastors New Life
Church in Colorado Springs said about the
tsunami on 2 January, “I'm not talking
about judgment. I'm talking about a great
opportunity, an opportunity unlike any
time in the last thousand years.”

Massive aid and even military spending
on Aceh meets more than just humanitarian
concerns. It addresses strategic concerns for
global peace and security too.

Letter From An Expatriate Friend in Aceh

Dear Bruce,

Every chance I get | thank the military for
their efforts in helping in Aceh.

The biggest thing God is putting in our
hearts is to simply do everything that we
can to help as many people as possible get
their lives back into some type of routine or
as “normal” as things can be.

Hundreds of thousands are homeless,
traumatized, grieving, confused and left
without any resources. The immediate
needs of food, water, and temporary shelter
have largely been met or are being met.
Long-term needs include rebuilding homes
and businesses, reestablishing economic
infrastructure (employment, availability of
goods, etc.), and dealing with the
psychological impact on survivors.

This is a tremendous opportunity for
Christian agencies and individuals in
sensitive ways to be a practical witness of
love and compassion. Our response will
continue to extend the Kingdom of God.

Often when asking the local people
what is their greatest need at this time, they
say it is hope. Severe yet understandable
problems from

hopelessness and despair are rampant.

Doing all we can, giving our best seems
so small and insignificant compared to the
task at hand.

So much of my family and team’s lives
have been invested here. | have fond
memories of the people and the amazing
natural beauty. My youngest daughter and
the children of other ministry team
members were born here. Most of our best
friends in the world lived here. For many
years our lives revolved around the fact that
God had called us to love and serve this
people, giving them in any way possible an
opportunity to hear of the Good News. We
pray that the difference we are able to make
in a few lives will have an eternal effect.

Much prayer is needed for planning and
preparing the next moves. For the most part
we are helping people restore their lives.
The infrastructure and economy seem to be
where God has opened some doors at this
point.

Pray that there would be unity and
oneness of heart in where we go from here.
The opportunities before us are

tremendous, but so are the temptations.

Our family is doing well. In spite of my
having been away most of the time since
Christmas, the children are doing well. |
give credit to God’s grace which we have
experienced as never before.

At this time we are receiving two types
of donations. The first is for our ministry
team of fifteen who were caught in the
disaster. Several have lost everything. We
are doing what we can to help them recover.
The second is for larger scale development
and reconstruction projects.

Donations to help the team can be sent
to: Church Upon the Rock, 7901 Red Oak
Drive, Mounds View, MN 55112-5922.

Donations for development and
reconstruction can be sent to: New
Horizons International Inc., 11848 Monroe
St. NE, Blaine, MN 55434; telephone
(763) 757-4430.

Please specify for Aceh disaster relief.
A specific audited breakdown will be
available to those who donate later this year.

Love, G-
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