God Resorts to Inge‘nlous Methdds

I Dr. Bruce Sidebotham

n most countries where the
majority do not consider themselves
Christians, local and national
authorities prohibit overt
evangelism with broadcasting,
rallies literature, and visitation. In
these locations, God resorts to
methods that are more subtle and
ingenious.

In order to get the gospel seen,
heard, and understood in hostile
places like Afghanistan and Iraq,
God orchestrates conditions and
deploys emissaries who must be
respected and cannot be avoided.

In the Middle East, Balkans, and
Central Asia today, ho American
church representatives are more
closely observed and deferentially
treated than Christian American
soldiers.

Historically, in the course of
their daily lives, travelers,
businessmen, diplomats, explorers,
and soldiers have done more to
spread the gospel than people sent
and paid full time. Many of the
Apostle Paul’s most mobile and
influential converts, through whom
the gospel spread still further, were
probably some of the soldiers to
whom he had been chained. That
the very first gentile believer was a
Roman peacekeeping soldier
deployed to Palestine (Acts 10)
highlights the strategic value of
transient vocations in God’s plan to
“bless all nations.”

Charlemagne’s armies converted
pagan tribes throughout Western
Europe. Galley slaves captured in
Europe evangelized Viking

‘I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means | might save so

“1 WI|| ake you flshers of men if you follow me.”

Scandinavia. Marco Polo shared the
gospel in the Chinese court. Those
who followed after Christopher
Columbus reached American
Indians from Canada to Argentina.
As a courageous explorer, David
Livingstone took the gospel to the
interior of the “dark continent.”
William Carey, who established
evangelical Christianity in India,
maintained his presence in Calcutta
as a shoe maker. Robert Morrison,
who translated the Bible into
Mandarin Chinese, was a British
diplomat. Hudson Taylor, who
launched the gospel into inland
China, did so as a medical doctor
and school teacher.

And the Apostle Paul, that first
great evangelist to the gentiles, often

supported himself and gained
respectable community access by
making tents (Acts 18:1-3;
20:17-18, 34). As a result of this
precedent, when vocation blossoms
into cross-cultural ministry we call
it “tentmaking.”

All Christians demonstrate their
faith within spheres of vocational
influence, but tentmakers do so
cross-culturally.

“Trading” is the foundation of
tentmaking. Goods and services or
expertise get traded for things of
value in all cultures. The trader role
establishes an outsider’s value.
When outsiders offer something
valuable and receive fair exchange,
both sides benefit and grow in
respect for one another. The more
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